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the nation to be trained likewise. One cannot be non-
violent in one's own circle and violent outside it. Or else,
one is not truly non-violent even in one's own circle; often
the non-violence is only in appearance. It is only ,when
you meet with resistance, as for instance, when a thief or
a murderer appears, that your non-violence is put on its
trial. You either try or should try to oppose the thief with
his own weapons, or you try to disarm him by love. Living
among decent people, your conduct may not be described
as non-violent. Mutual forbearance is not non-violence.
Immediately, therefore, you get the conviction that non-
violence is the law of life, you have to practise it towards
those who act violently towards you; and the law must
apply to nations as to individuals. Training is no doubt
necessary. And beginnings are always small. But if the
conviction is* there, the rest will follow."
Another question was: uIn the practice of non-violence,
is there not danger of developing a cmartyrdom complex'
or pride creeping in?"
Gandhiji: "If one has that pride and egoism, there is
no non-violence. Non-violence is impossible without humility.
My own experience is that whenever I have acted non-
violently I have been led to it and sustained in it by the
higher promptings of an unseen power. Through my own
will I should have miserably failed. When I first went to
jail, I quailed at the prospect. I had heard terrible things
about jail life. But I had faith in God's protection. Our
experience was that those who went to jail in a prayerful
spirit came out victorious, those who had gone in their
own strength failed. There is no room for self-pitying*
in it either, when you say God is giving you the strength. .
Self-pity comes when you do a thing for which you expect
recognition from others. But here there is no question
of recognition."	^
To Fight or Not to Fight
Another friend thus placed his dilemma: "I am a
firm believer in non-violence. Eight years ago I read your
Experiments with Truth and immediately became converted
to the way of life you have there advocated. Shortly after

